the
 Just Living 
alliance
tourism’s captive animals living on the edge


Introduction

Historical and contemporary uses of animals in tourism range widely: animals are viewed in the wild (e.g., ecotourism) and in captive settings (e.g., circuses and zoos); used for their strength (e.g., ridden or harnessed); forced to fight or compete for public amusement (e.g., rodeos and bullfighting); fished and hunted; and consumed as food. At the heart of the many complex problems plaguing animals in tourism is a blend of socio-cultural, economic, environmental, legal, and political issues that define the ethical landscape of animal use. Deep-rooted cultural practices induce suffering and deprivation in animals in a climate of poor welfare standards, disrespect, and the denial that animals possess species-specific cognitive and emotional capabilities beyond simply instinct peril. 

Tourism industry practitioners, policymakers, and tourists cannot emerge from these entrenched pathways because of a lack of knowledge, willful neglect, and a focus on profit maximization. Ignorance has thus become a default state in the unregulated animal-based tourism industry, with tourists unable to provide negative feedback to operators because of their own lack of animal welfare and conservation literacy. However, times are changing, and the tourism industry, collectively, must keep pace with new emerging realities around sustainability, responsibility, animal welfare, biodiversity conservation, and a wave of new sensitivities on the value of nature. 

The principal aim of the Just Living alliance is to document the lives of captive animals, rendered simply as "tourism's animals," countless of whom live in some of the worst conditions imaginable. “Just” has two meanings. The first is that animals are barely able to cope with the conditions of captivity, i.e., they are just surviving. We see this state in, for example, roadside zoos, and canned hunting venues. The second meaning of just includes places like sanctuaries and rehabilitation facilities founded on justice as a virtue. Here, we see evidence of dignity, respect, empathy, and compassion for animals previously marginalized or incapacitated by various human factors (e.g., traffic collisions or electrocution from overhead power lines).  

The documentation of the lives of captive animals will take the form of a large format, coffee table-style book crafted at the intersection of art and science. Regarding art, several global examples of captive animals will be professionally photographed to induce emotion in, and hopefully action from, the reader. In the book's first section, unjust uses will be photographed in black and white to symbolize the poor conditions these animals endure in the name of human pleasure and profit. In the second section, just uses will be photographed in colour to celebrate the innovative practices used to improve animal lives. Regarding science, the author's 25+ years of pioneering research will be subtly woven into the discourse in a manner accessible to the lay public to demonstrate how the tourism and animal ethics agenda is moving forward. 

This is a publication of the Centre for Animal-based Tourism (CAT). Any profits will go to (1) organizations whose mission it is to improve tourism industry literacy on animal ethics issues, policies and practices; and (2) research, especially graduate student research, that advances CAT’s mission.


About the logo

The logo was designed from two different perspectives. 
The first follows from Josef Pieper, who argued that the virtue of justice is foremost a matter of individual agency and action in the building of just communities. Pieper argued that justice is realized if three basic forms are evident in the correct order—configured in a triangle. The first is commutative justice or justice in exchange (individuals and how they relate to each other), the second is justice as the fair distribution of resources (the relations of the social whole, or society, to individuals), and the third is legal or general justice (the relations of individuals to the social whole). 
The second concerns the three central facets of sustainability: ecology, economy, and society. That the term “Just Living” falls outside the boundaries of the triangle illustrates that the issues, policies, and practices of captive animal tourism are not sustainable. The bars in the triangle represent captivity, while the colour red signifies dominance, stress, violence, and that we should be alert to these negative states.


Captive Animals for Possible Inclusion

Big Cats (Felidae)
· Lions
· Tigers
· Jaguars
· Panthers
· Leopards
· Cheetahs
· Lynxes
· Bobcats
· Ocelots
· Jaguarundis
· Caracals
· Others

Viverridae
· Civets

Marine mammals

Cetaceans
· Orcas
· Porpoise
· Belugas
· Narwhals
· Dolphins

Pinnipeds
· Seals
· Sea lions
· Walruses

Sirenians
· Manatees
· Dugongs

Marine fissipeds
· Polar bears
· Sea otters

Primates
· Orangutans
· Gorillas
· Chimpanzees
· Vervet monkey
· Macaques
· Howler
· Spider
· Marmosets
· Tamarins
· Capuchins
· Lemurs
· Loris
· Others

Reptiles

· Cobras in shows
· Cobras and street snake charming
· Other poisonous snakes
· Constrictors
· Crocodiles and alligators
· Terrestrial turtles
· Marine turtles
· Komodo dragons
· Lizards

Bears
· Polar bears
· Grizzly bears
· Black bears (Asian and North American)
· Spectacled bears
· Sun bears
· Eurasian brown bears
· Marsican bears
· Sloth bears
· Giant pandas

Elephants
· African
· Asian

Birds

· Ostriches
· Rheas
· Emus and cassowaries
· Chickens in cock fighting
· Ducks and other fed to carnivores
· Raptors
· Penguins
· Others

Caninae
· Wolves
· Foxes
· Coyotes
· Dingoes
· African wild dogs
· Jackals

Sloths
· Two-toed
· Three-toed

Workers
· Camels
· Donkeys
· Oxen
· Yaks
· Horses


Information for each entry

· IUCN status of animal
· Range (include a map)
· Venue (issues around identity)
· Country
· Governance
· Level of visitation


Types of captive venues (see Wiki Captivity (animal))

· Sanctuaries
· Aquariums
· Farms
· Ranches
· Circuses
· Zoo—accredited
· Zoo—non-accredited
· Animal parks
· Menageries
· Oceanariums
· Game reserve
· Safari parks
· Zoological gardens
· Insectariums
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